
11/6/17 Brooks PTO Meeting Minutes 

Welcome and Introductions 
Introductions 
Facebook Live meetings are archived so the video can be watched at a later time.  As we interact on social media 
please be mindful of what behavior we demonstrate and try to set a good example for our children.  There is seating 
for meeting attendees outside of the camera field. 

President’s Report 
Food Truck Social  

 Feedback  
 It was too loud.  The DJ made conversation difficult in the commons. 
 It was nice to meet families. 
 Layout worked out well. 

 Please provide any other suggestions 
 Turnout and sales covered the cost of the event despite the rain 
 We will schedule a similar event next year, perhaps earlier in the year 

Teacher Grants 
Requests 

 Tasia Pena - 3D printer with filament.  The printer will be used during 7th grade student choice time 
and Friday science enrichment.  Students can build prosthetic hands using kits and the 3D printer. 
 The hands will be donated to children in need. This printer will stay in her classroom.  This way 
students who don’t get design and modeling will be able to use this technology.  $500 - 
APPROVED 

 Tasha Guerino - 55” monitor to put in the commons.  The monitor will show daily announcements, 
club times and meeting places, teacher classrooms that are open during lunch, etc.   It can also 
show information for parents during evening events such as curriculum night room assignments. 
 The monitor can show pictures too.  Information is updated by wireless iPad and can be updated 
throughout the day.  $500 includes monitor and mount.  District will install it.  - APPROVED 

 Laura Stamp - $234 for camcorder and green screen.  The Eco-Eagles has been making films for 
the One Earth film festival.  The students previously used iPads, and they now have Chromebooks. 
 The Chromebook cameras are insufficient for this purpose.  Ms. Stamp has also been teaching 
filmmaking for her WIN class and the camera can be used to film the morning announcements.  It 
would be kept in the media center and checked out. The green screen can be used for special 
effects - the students previously used a homemade screen. -  APPROVED 

 Brian Shinners, Chris Pros, and Steve Olson - $1500 for 2 new 3D printers.  Because of the 
demand on the current 2 printers and wanting all students to be able to use the equipment, 2 more 
printers will give students better opportunities to design and then build.  The benefit of 3D printers 
is the instant feedback compared to viewing a design on a screen.  Printers will be used as 
continuation of curriculum that starts 6th grade.  These printers are Wi-Fi enabled and durable. 
 The volume of use was considered in the selection of the type.  It is the same type of printer as the 
ones already purchased.  The teachers do maintenance - maintenance costs are high.  There are 
warranties on parts and labor and any difficulties with the equipment have been taken care of by 
the teachers.  - APPROVED 

Treasurer’s Report 
Requests  

 STEM Scouts sponsorship fee - there was a chapter here last year with 20 students participating. 
 Any student can participate.  The group meets on Fridays.  There is a $40 registration fee, and the 
PTO would process the sponsorship application.  The families involved filled out the building 
reservation forms correctly, but the paperwork did not go through the correct channel at the end of 
last year, so the PTO is being asked to sponsor them just for this year.  STEM Scouts has 



equipment brought in and the participants do STEM-related activities.  April will discuss with 
parents how to submit the paperwork in the future so this will not be a recurring expense.  Bob and 
Julie will follow up with the parents - APPROVED 

 8th grade graduation live streaming - This year is the highest ever class size (350 students) there 
are not enough seats for families in the high school auditorium.  Last year’s PTO co-presidents 
suggested using Live Streaming at the high school so that people in an overflow room (the 
cafeteria) could watch the graduation. The district vetted the company providing the estimate of 
cost ($5000).  The company would video the graduation, display it live, and provide a YouTube link 
which can be shared and you can watch the ceremony live or later.  The link is active for 3 months. 
 The company is also offering to provide DVDs at extra cost.   

 Audience Questions/Comments: 
 Some students do not have permission to be videoed.  Their faces would not be 

shown.   
 Not sure if this would be an ongoing cost.   
 Don’t have an exact number for how many tickets each family would get this year 

to be in the auditorium.  
 Has the district considered another venue where everyone could be 

accomodated?  The district did discuss this but there were transportation issues 
and families not wanting to leave the area.  The district plans to decorate the 
overflow room and make it part of the experience.   

 Last year’s presidents brought the idea to the district last year a month before 
graduation and there wasn’t time to get estimates.   

 This cost seems large for the PTO and perhaps the onus should be on the district 
to provide a good experience?  It could also be part of an 8th grade school fee.   

 Julie and Bob to talk to Julian CoPresidents — TABLED 

Budget 

 Money has be received from Starship.  This is the PTO’s largest fundraiser.  The net is still being 
calculated. 

Call for Ideas Update 

 We are using these suggestions to shape our fundraising and spend down the fund balance.  Goal 
is to spend $20,000 that was not allocated.   

 The community (parents, students, teachers, principal) had 2 months to submit ideas. 
 The Treasurer will send out survey and ask community to rank the ideas to help us focus this 

resource. 
 Ideas (in order of submission with physical items at top, non-tangibles at bottom)   

 3 picnic tables and bench to create an outdoor classroom in the school garden.  Would 
also be willing to take 2 tables.  1 table is ADA compliant.  The District would install the 
tables and bench.  Cost of item and shipping $2915 

 Bouldering wall to give kids something active to do at lunchtime.  A bouldering wall is like 
a climbing wall but low to ground.  It would have hand and footholds.  There is wall space 
in the free area outside.  There are bushes in front of the wall now.  Approximately 
$10,000. 

 Outdoor tables with chess boards, or picnic tables, approximately $5,000. 
 Outdoor fitness equipment like pull-up and dip bars that you see at some parks.  No 

estimate. 
 6 stools, 2 cafe tables, 8 chairs to redesign library space $1426.97  
 One time funding of clubs and sports that do no have separate booster club for needed 

items.   No estimate.  Clubs and sports would need to submit requests. 
 Incentive funding for HERO program.  Have been handing out tickets.  Students have now 

created accounts for points.  Points can be traded for rewards.  Current rewards are to be 
able to attend assemblies by different groups (Bravo, Spoken Word, etc.).  Approximately 
$4850-9700. 

 Day of volunteering at Chicago Food Depository.  provide kids an opportunity to do 
service.  Cost would include transportation and snack.  No estimate. 

 Mile in the Middle - fun run including both Julian and Brooks.  It needs an 
organizer/leader.  Cost is not large.  This has previously been a PTO event. 



 Audience comment - maybe this should not be part of the Call for Ideas.  The 
PTO needs to find an event leader and add back to the budget? 

 TED-like lectures.  Speaker series for students.  No estimate - cost would likely include 
speaker fee and snacks. 

 Audience comment -if this is student driven it may work 
 Bike safety training.  Trainers, snacks, drinks, certificates.  No estimate. 

 Audience comment - are there existing programs that we could bring in or 
sponsor? 

 Power of Your Voice storytelling festival.  The festival would include bringing in 
professional storytellers for workshops.  1 hour storytelling, 1 hour workshop. $1500.  

 Audience comment - After school or weekend?  Can it be during school hours to 
make sure everyone has access?   

 Winter running program - clubs can’t be created mid-year but next year this could be part 
of district plan.  As PTO sponsored program it could happen this year provided there are 
program leaders.  The PTO can hire parent or staff and pay them directly.  A staff member 
might be willing to help but need a leader.  This club could take place before or after 
school. No estimate. 

 Training for Peace Circle certification for 6 teachers, 6 parents $300 per person, $3600 
total.  Peace Circle training provides a framework for dealing with and resolving conflict. 
 The certification idea includes parents so there is an understanding of what peace circles 
entail and what that looks like at school.   

 April Capuder’s comment - district is providing teachers with training on PBIS 
norms and expectations, as well as training on restorative justice.  The training 
covers what you do once PBIS expectations broken.   

 Outdoor benches for the front of the school.  The benches are durable and don’t need to 
be mounted.  5 for $7000.  Allows better gathering places for children outside.   

 Please fill out the survey and rank the ideas. 

Student Grants 
This program has started.  The Student Advisory Council is composed of one rep from each advisory in the school. 
 The group is currently still brainstorming ideas. 
One student in art club designed a mural for one of the bathrooms but is using her own supplies and does require 
funding. 

Diversity Committee 

Renee Dixon is looking for individuals to participate and brainstorm ideas for creating equity and improving 
engagement in the schools.  Please contact her to participate - the more people involved, the better. 
Possible ideas include an engagement event at Live Cafe including speakers and a resource fair. 

Principal’s Report 

High School Readiness (Stacy Klein) 

 If you have an 8th grader you should have already received email communication with some key 
dates about OPRF. 

 Students already went to high school for a Transition Tour.  They toured the building and saw 
performances by student groups.  Students not planning to attend OPRF went on the tour anyway.  

 OPRF Placement test takes place December 2 and 9.  Families are assigned a date and there is 
makeup date.  OPRF will send communication. 

 STAR Test - reading and math.  On average takes about 20 minutes.  Students will 
receive a grade equivalent score and percentile rank.  There is a parent guide to STAR 
assessments online.  The high school uses this as one data point in course selection. 

 OPRF Math placement test.  Includes supplemental items from retired PLAN and ACT 
tests.  There is a link to sample questions from the PLAN practice questions. 

 Foreign language test - students only take this if they want to take above level 1 class in 
Spanish and French 



 How to prepare?  Encourage your student to do their best, get rest, eat breakfast, attend 
school regularly. 

 Top 6 parent Need to Knows 
 Follow OPRF course recommendations for your students - they provide for best 

opportunity for learning and academic success and are based on multiple data 
points. 

 Think about balance - students need to manage the rigor of class schedules, 
extracurricular activities, and a social life. 

 There is more homework! 
 Watch your student for signs of stress - not sleeping well, frequent illness, low 

energy.  Contact your student’s counsellor or social worker for help to decrease 
stress levels.   

 Allow your student to be as independent as possible.  Set up time once a week to 
sit down look at Skyward grades and talk about they how they are doing. 

 If your student has trouble monitoring it themselves, consider take away mobile 
phone during homework time. 

 7 student Need to Knows 
 Get to know your counselor, social worker, student intervention director.  You will 

need their advice and help. 
 Get involved in clubs and activities ASAP.  It is a great way to meet people. 
 Do your homework at the same time every day to make it a habit. 
 Be the one to initiate communication with teachers. 
 There will be a LOT more homework. 
 Don’t blow off 8th grade - it does prepare you for high school. 
 Monitor your social media use!  Be mindful of how you use it and what you put 

out there - photographs, comments, etc.  If your parent shouldn’t see it, it 
probably isn’t appropriate. 

 Audience comment - Can we teach students now (in middle school) how to manage the 
increased workload because they don’t get this quantity of homework and they aren’t 
ready when they get to high school.  It can be very overwhelming.  Can they be taught 
how to prioritize and schedule?  What other resources or preparation can we give the 8th 
graders? There is also a transition from 5th to 6th grade.  Elementary students go from 
one teacher and class to 9 classes.  Can support be improved? 

 Facebook comment - one parent has a freshman and the OPRF teachers are actively 
addressing the volume of homework. 

 There is a OPRF student life presentation at Brooks for the students in January, 
 Incoming Freshman enrollment meetings OPRF are mandatory for parents. 

 January 23 7 pm, last name starting with A-L 
 January 25 7 pm, last name starting with M-Z 

 Individual IEP meetings in February 

 February 6 Open house - clubs/activities, course enrollment 
 


